Thiersch graft to denuded area below flap. November 9, 1931: Skin flap from forehead inserted in area of keloid formation between eyelids and nose. Contraction occurred at the base of the skin flap brought down at the last operation, causing it to assume an almost cylindrical shape. Consequent on radium treatment by Dr. Fildes this contraction has receded and the interpolated skin has become correspondingly flattened out.
Three radium treatments with 0 5 mm. platinum screenage were given, using 5 mgm. 1 in. active needles, with five needles for 30 minutes and 40 minutes on November 27 and December 2, 1931 respectively, and with six needles for 45 minutes on February 2, 1932.
Discussion.-The PRESIDENT said it was not very rare for burns to be followed by keloid formation between the side of the nose and the inner part of the lower lid. He would like to know whether in these cases it would be good treatment to give the keloid an exposure to radium, for weeks or months, before doing a plastic operation. His own view was that this might be desirable. Another point of interest in this case was, that on one, and one only, of the several occasions on which a skin graft was taken from the arm, repair of the denuded area was associated with keloid formation. He was unable to say whether the graft was cut with the same knife as was used on the face.
Mr. JOHN FOSTER said that the general practice in cosmetic surgery of this area would be to get rid of as muich fibrous tissue as possible before grafting. This would indicate that radium should be employed before operation, rather than after. This, however, might cause difficulty in that the tissues were devitalized for six weeks after exposure to radium, and a graft would not take, as he had found to his cost in attempting to graft a raw area left after an evisceration of the orbit which had been exposed to radium to prevent recurrence of a sarcoma. It might, therefore, be well to wait a few weeks after the radium treatment before grafting in the President's case. lAt a Joint Meeting with the Section of Dermatology. For report of papers and other cases see Proceedings, 1934, xxvii. OCT.-OPHTHAL. 1
